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did not want him to win; they did not want Hindenburg to win;
but they would rather he won than Hindenburg. Both Hugenberg
and Seldte had ambitions; they had hoped for a Harzburg front
candidate and, in view of Hitler's ineligibility, they had hoped
that the choice might fall on one of themselves; the hope was
certainly not impossible. In rather undignified haste they sought
to come to terms with the Leader. It is significant that they were
so sure that he would win that what they wanted to negotiate
had nothing to do with the election; it was in fact the composition
of the coming Right cabinet which Reichspresident Hitler would
be shortly appointing. They could not have chosen a less fortunate
moment. Hitler was in the clouds far above the Harzburg front.
He would dictate terms not make them. The new cabinet would
not be a Harzburg front one but a National Socialist, a revolu-
tionary one. He was not sure if he would have any representative
of the social reactionaries in it but5 if he decided that he would,
Hugenberg might have the Finance Ministry if none of his own
followers wanted it. Smarting under the rebuff his late allies
decided to do their best to spoil his chances. They decided to
run their own candidate who was certain to be at the bottom
of the poll, but they did not smart sufficiently to be reckless.
Neither Seldte nor Hugenberg would risk such a humiliation-
it was the Nationalist candidate who had headed the first poll in
1925—and so the second in command of the Stahlhelm, the unfor-
tunate Duesterberg, was dragged out like a lamb to the slaughter.
It was clearly the government's interest to have the election
over as soon as possible so as to give the propaganda department
of the Hitlerites no more time than could be helped. The poll
was fixed for March 13. Now ensued one of the most amazing
election campaigns in modern times^ conducted with an energy
bordering on frenzy from the remotest village to the floor of the
Reichstag. That body met on February 22 and the brief session
exploded in scenes of angry disorder. Goebbels was expelled from
the House for alluding to Hindenburg as "the chosen of the party
of deserters/' a taunt that brought the sick Groener to his feet
in angry protest against such an insult to the victor of Tannen-
berg. The chancellor for once lost his smile and his voice rasped

